
To Greet a New Year
Answering the question: “Who are we and where are we going?” In the wake 
of the  event of Christmas. 



Big Picture Re-orientation

We cannot answer the question, “Who are we and where are we going,” nor 
can we understand our place in the answer if we do not understand the full 
scope of what God began in Christ. For it is from this event that our very 
existence as a community is begun. 

• As individuals • As a Church

Who are we and where are we going?



(Isaiah 61:1-11) 
“The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;2 to proclaim the year 
of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 
display his glory.4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. 5 Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till your 
land and dress your vines;
6 but you shall be called priests of the LORD, you shall be named ministers of our 
God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory.
7 Because their[a] shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 
therefore they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8 For I 
the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;[b] I will faithfully give them 
their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

The Landscape of Anticipation



The Landscape of Anticipation

9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among 
the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge, that they are a people whom the LORD has 
blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as 
a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.” 
(Isaiah 61:1-11)

“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most-High, and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 
(Luke 1:33)



The Landscape of Anticipation

To summarize:
The anticipation of this passage is profoundly messianic. We have here 

the expectation of a king, and a deliverer. But not merely in the sense of 
one who would return Israel to the way she was before exile. But a king 
who would set the world itself right under the righteousness, justice, and 
sovereignty of God. Israel is delivered in order that she would become 
what she was never able to be—a light of revelation to the Gentiles. The 
result of deliverance is seen in a renewed people through whom God 
would bring restoration to the world. 



“Today this is fulfilled in your midst.”

1. Good news to the oppressed: Confrontation in life and death the powers behind outward oppression.  

2. Liberty to captives: “Arise, go and sin no more.” Addresses the true bondage deeper than any foreign 

occupation. 

3. Comfort to the mourning and broken: Absolute solidarity in suffering—the hope of resurrection. 

4. Proclaim the year of God’s favor and vengeance: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent and believe in the good news.” 

5. Former devastation restored through a people made righteous: Seen in his teaching and example, 

made possible through the cross, and made actual in the discipleship community. 

6. Israel elevated among the nations as a nation of priests: Not by restoring the nation but by 

redefining it as something transcendent of nation, tribe, and tongue.



Fulfilled through the Church

We are saved from sin, and into a new creation—a new way of 
being human. 

“The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do, and in fact 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.”
(John 14:12) Just as the Father anointed Jesus for this purpose, so the 
Spirit has been poured out on us to advance it even farther. 

The being of the church is the revelation of God’s new creation in Christ, 
and her purpose is the continuation of His work. 



Fulfilled through the Church

“These men who are turning the world upside 
down have come here also!” (Acts 16:6)

• Outpouring of the Spirit across all divides of ethnicity, gender, and 
social status.

• Gospel reflected in a community of goods, a unified communion 
table and a consorted care for the needy and oppressed. 

• Freedom from law alongside a movement towards genuine holiness 
through the forgiveness of sin.

• Endured persecution without political resistance. 
• Continuation of the miracles, and anointed teaching of Christ 

through the apostles. 



Who are we and where are we going?

Revelation 21:1-4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying,“See, the home[a] of God is among mortals.He will dwell[b] with them; 
they will be his peoples,[c]and God himself will be with them;[d] 4 he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”

The Vision of the now and the not yet. 



Who are we and where are we going?

Revelation 21:9-14
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb.” 10 And in the spirit[f] he carried me away to a great, high 
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. 11 It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare 
jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It has a great, high wall with twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the 
names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; 13 on the east three gates, on the 
north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three 
gates. 14 And the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are 
the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.



Who are we and where are we going?
Revelation 21:22-27
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is 
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or 
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Revelation 22:1-5
Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. 
On either side of the river is the tree of life[b] with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and 
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants[c] will worship him; 4 they will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever.



Who are we and where are we going?

1. The Body of Christ: Greater works you will do. 
Therefore, as His body we cry out, “The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon us, 

because the LORD has anointed us; he has sent us to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners;2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and 
the day of vengeance of our God.” 

To say that we are the body of Christ is necessarily predicated by the 
death of ourselves, and the submission of our whole being to Him. As 
individuals and as a community, to say that we are Christians is to say that 
the fullest expression of our being is the imitation of Him: His holiness, justice, 
righteousness, grace and peace. And this not for the sake of good works as 
ends unto themselves, but as collective participation in His work one to 
another and outward to the world. 



Who are we and where are we going?

2. The Temple of the Living God: God with us in the existence of the people of 
God.

“The water of life flowed from the temple, the leaves are for the healing of 
the nation’s”

It is easy for us to forget the earth-shattering reality that the spirit that raised 
Jesus from the dead lives in us. (Romans 8:11) 

A temple is understood as the place where heaven and earth meet, but as 
this passage describes, the purpose of this presence is not a gift to be 
possessively held by us for our own pious experience, but it is a gift that is 
fundamentally pointed outward for the life of the world. 
• Consecrated and set apart
• The dwelling place of God
• Existing to provide encounter with God and point others to Him. 



Who are we and where are we going?

3. The New Jerusalem: The sign and unveiling of the kingdom of God. (New 
Creation)

Hebrews 13:12-13 says, “Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to 
sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us then go to Him outside the 
camp and bear the abuse He endured. “For here we have no lasting city, 
but we are looking for the city that is to come.” 

We seek the welfare of our city, regardless of the praise or persecution we 
might receive, knowing that we do not ultimately belong to it. By saying that 
we are members of the city of God, is to say that we find our identification in 
a people and a movement that transcends our vocation, our nation, our 
ethnic background or cultural context. We exist as outsiders whose mission is 
to take the vision of the heavenly city and bear witness to its unfolding in our 
own place of residence. 



Our Communal Resolution to Revolution

Up: “We must grow up into Him who is the head.” As individuals, and as a 
collective, pressing deeper into the knowledge and love of God. 

In: In Him we must be knit together as members of one body—confessing our 
sins, being reconciled to one another, walking in humility, honesty and 
faithfulness, working together to build one another up in love and Spirit filled 
community. Who we are here is a testimony to the world that God is at work. 
“They will know you are MY disciples by how you love one another.”

Out: We exist not merely for ourselves but for the life of the world. Therefore 
we are a people who are sent out—bearing witness in word, deed, and 
being to the upside-down revolution of God regardless of the context of its 
expression. 


