
the two grandchildren. Nurse, having lost 
her mother and being left behind by her 
father, daily faces great pain and feelings 
of rejection. It was no question to the Care 
Workers of Racecourse Community Based 
Organisation (CBO) that Nurse would be 
immediately welcomed to the Care Point 
to start receiving the life-giving services 
that would make a significant difference 
in her young life. After just 3 months of 
being at the CBO, her health has improved 
immensely and she has a smile on her face 
often. 

Emeldah is devoted to showing Christ’s 
unconditional love to Nurse and her family 
and visits them regularly. She has helped 
them see the purpose of their lives and 
hope for the future. Because of the efforts 
from the Care Workers, Nurse was given 
the opportunity to begin grade 1 this year 
at the community school. She is loving the 
opportunity to learn and enjoys singing at 
school!

“Near the end of 2016 and beginning 
of 2017, Hands at Work and local 
Care Workers were busy assessing 

children in the community of Racecourse, 
searching for the most vulnerable to 
receive essential services of food, access 
to education and basic health care. 
While visiting homes in the community, 
Emeldah, a local volunteer Care Worker, 
met six-year-old Nurse*. Nurse comes 
from a family of five children, and she is 
the second youngest. Her mother sadly 
passed away in 2013, leaving the children 
in the care of their father. However, not 
long after his wife died, he abandoned 
the children and chose not to take any 
responsibility for caring for them. 

The 3 oldest siblings went to live with 
relatives in Lusaka, the capital of Zambia, 
while Nurse and her younger brother went 
to stay with their 62-year-old grandmother, 
Regina*. Regina is unemployed and has no 
way of earning an income to provide for 
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Children currently supported: 100

January marks the beginning of 
the school year in Zambia. Out of 
the 100 children in Racecourse, 
22 attend a local government 
school which is within walking 
distance for them but, without the 
support of the Community Based 
Organisation (CBO), it would be 
financially completely out of reach. 
The Racecourse Care Workers also 
operate a community school which 
educates the other 78 children, 
from the youngest age. In January, 
books, chalk, paper and pens were 
purchased for each child at this 
school. The same was purchased 
for those attending the government 
school, as well as uniforms, shoes 
and school bags for 12 of the 
children. 

Updates

 January to March 2017

Your partnership helped 

us to bring living w
ater 

to both the bodies and 

spirits of our children 

in drought-stricken 

communities.
-George Snyman

community based organisation

handsatwork.org *name has been changed


