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12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation,  
    and I will bless you;  
I will make your name great,  
    and you will be a blessing.[a]  
3 I will bless those who bless you,  
    and whoever curses you I will curse;  
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.”[b] 
Gen 12 
  
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, 
“This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep 
my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although 
the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
Ex 19 
  
  
8 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and 
increase and may enter and possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors. 2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness 
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to 
hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had 
known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did 
not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 
6 Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in obedience to him and 
revering him. Duet 8 
  
  
4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted[a] by the devil. 
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’[b]” 



5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands,  
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’[d]” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’[e]” 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
  
Jesus the true Israel 
Leading up to the wilderness. 
1. Joseph and Mary’s flight to Egypt. Matt 2.13-15. 
2. The “slaughter of the innocents” Matt 2.16-18. 
3. The baptism of Jesus. Matt 3.13-17.    
  
Jesus does what Israel would and could not do for themselves. 
 “We must rid ourselves of conceptions of fulfillment which are too narrow. Jesus 
fulfills the entire Old Testament—the Law and the Prophets—in many ways.” D.A. 
Carson 
  
  
If you are the true Son… 
I.  Where is the blessing of Provision? 
 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’[b]” 
  
  
  
II. Will you trust His Protection?  
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands,  
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’[d]” 
  



“If you are so sure in the Word of God, and if you fully rely on him as you say, make 
God fulfill his promise.” 
  
6 Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah.  
  
7 And he called the place Massah[a] and Meribah[b] because the Israelites quarreled 
and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
  
  
III. Is His path to fulling your Purpose correct?   
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’[e]” 
  
  
YOU HAVE CIRCLED THIS MOUNTAIN LONG ENOUGH 
Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness along the route to the Red 
Sea, as the Lord had directed me. For a long time we made our way around the hill 
country of Seir. 
2 Then the Lord said to me, 3 “You have made your way around this hill country long 
enough; now turn north. 4 Give the people these orders: ‘You are about to pass 
through the territory of your relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They 
will be afraid of you, but be very careful. 5 Do not provoke them to war, for I will 
not give you any of their land, not even enough to put your foot on. I have given Esau 
the hill country of Seir as his own. 6 You are to pay them in silver for the food you 
eat and the water you drink.’” 
7 The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched 
over your journey through this vast wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God 
has been with you, and you have not lacked anything. Deut. 2:1-7 
  
Wilderness isn’t made for wandering.  
I. It’s made to Foster Dependence. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? Matt 6 
  
  
  
II. Its made to Know protection and care.  
4 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 
who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 



35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long;  
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[j] 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom 8 
  
7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-
discipline. II Tim 1 
6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their ancestors to give them. 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 
gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8   Josh 1 
  
  
II.  It’s made to Refine purpose. 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Matt 4 
  
Be found in Jesus, be found in the promise land. 
  
  
  
  


