
*names have been changed

most often unable to provide food for her 
daughter or to adequately look after her 
safety. The Care Workers determined that 
Mary needed to start coming to the Care 
Point.

Since then Mary has been visited every 
day in her home by a Care Worker who 
strives to ensure Mary and her mother are 
safe and have some food. This support, 
along with the Care Worker’s spiritual and 
emotional encouragement, have strongly 
impacted both Mary and her mother. As 
a result they have come to know Jesus as 
their personal Lord and Saviour! Mary is 
now 12 years old and currently in grade 
4. She is happy to have a network of 
people that are close to her, including 
her friends from the Care Point and the 
Care Workers. Mary continues to help her 
mother at home, but now she also enjoys 
playing soccer, interacting with other 
children, and attending school. She says 
she dreams of becoming an accountant so 
that she can work in a bank. Mary is a 
clear example of a highly vulnerable child 
who has been spared additional suffering 
as a result of the care, support, and 
presence of the Care Workers.

“The commitment of Care Workers 
to build a community of support 
around the most vulnerable children 

requires a keen and watchful eye; not only 
the ability to identify overt injustices, but 
also the instinct to intervene before high 
risk situations become worse. For Mary*, 
this community has changed her life. 

Mary’s father passed away when she was 
very young. Today, her mother is in poor 
health. When she is able to, Mary’s mother 
attempts to sell vegetables, but does not 
earn enough to support her family. Mary 
and her mother do not receive support 
from any of their family. 

When one Care Worker, Ivy, encountered 
Mary in 2011, she immediately went 
and told the other Care Workers about 
her. After hearing their story, the Care 
Workers went to visit Mary and her 
mother to learn more. The Care Workers 
could see that the health of Mary’s mother 
contributes to Mary’s vulnerability 
because, as a result of her chronic illness, 
Mary’s mother can no longer look after 
the home like she once could. She is also 
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Children currently supported: 100

Giving the most vulnerable children 
access to free education is one 
essential service the Care Workers 
in Racecourse strive to provide. 
All younger children attending the 
community school this quarter 
received basic school materials 
notebooks and pencils, for the start 
of the new school year. In addition, 
5 older children who could not 
afford the fees to attend the local 
government school were assisted. 

Local pastors in Racecourse 
continue to meet weekly at the 
Care Point and go together on 
Holy Home Visits. Together they 
visit the most vulnerable children 
and families in their homes. 
Their commitment is a great 
encouragement and support to 
the Care Workers! This success 
has also guided Hands at Work 
local leaders in understanding how 
to replicate church mobilisation 
practices in other communities.

Highlights

For the most vulnerable 

children, feeling loved
 is 

often just a dream. We 

are called to be pa
rt of 

bringing them a family; 

bringing joy and hope into 

their lives! 
 - George Snyman 
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